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SUBJECT: DAOUD ON ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY 
REF: KABUL 3656 (1974) (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FROM JAPANESE EMBASSY SUMMARY 
TRANSLATION IN DUBIOUS ENGLISH OF PRESIDENT DAOUD'S RECENT 
INTERVIEW, AS YET UNPUBLISHED, WITH "YOMIURI SHIMBUN" 
CORRESPONDENT SAKI. AMONG SUBJECTS RAISED WAS SOVIET- 
SPONSORED ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY SYSTEM. 

2. SUBJECT WAS DEALT WITH IN QUICK EXCHANGE AS FOLLOWS: 
SAKI: "THE SOVIET UNION HAS SCHEMES FOR COLLECTIVE 
SECURITY SYSTEM IN ASIA WHEREAS CHINA IS AGAINST THIS 
INCLINATION. WHAT IS YOUR OPINION IN THIS RESPECT?" 

DAOUD: "IN MY OPINION, THE STATUS OF ASIAN COUNTRIES, 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THEIR SPECIAL INTERESTS, 
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THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA" 

3. THIS SEEMS A RATHER BLUNT ANSWER ON A SUBJECT 
AFGHANS HAVE CAUTIOUSLY AND ADROITLY HANDLED IN 
PAST. WHILE THE GOA HAS FORMERLY APPEARED TO 
ENDORSE THE NOTION OF AN ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY 
SYSTEM, IT HAS SET SUCH PRE-CONDITIONS TO IMPLE- 
MENTATION OF SUCH A SCHEME AS TO VITIATE THE SIN 
CERITY AND DEPTH OF ITS ENDORSEMENT. IN JUNE 5, 

1974 SPEECH AT KREMLIN LUNCHEON (REFTEL), DAOUD 
REFERRED TO COLLECTIVE SECURITY SYSTEM. AS A 
"COMMENDABLE IDEA" WHICH "WOULD MEET THE INTEREST 
OF ASIAN PEOPLES". YET JOINT COMMUNIQUE AT END 
OF MOSCOW VISIT STATED THAT PRIOR TO CREATION OF 
THE SYSTEM "SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTABLE ISSUES 
THROUGH PEACEABLE MEANS AND ELIMINATION OF REM- 
NANTS OF COLONIALISM" IN REGION MUST BE ACHIEVED. 
THIS LINE OBVIOUSLY REFERS TO GOA BORDER DISPUTE 
WITH PAKISTAN AND POSSIBLY TO SINO-SOVIET FRICTION. 
WE KNOW THAT THE AFGHANS CONSIDERED WORDING 
IMPORTANT AND SPENT MANY HOURS IN WINNING ACCEPT- 
ANCE OF THIS LANGUAGE. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOT OBVIOUS WHY DAOUD WOULD 
CHOSE THIS FORUM OR THIS MOMENT TO SIGNAL A CHANGE 
FROM PAST GOA POLICY, WHICH SEEMED TO SERVE AFGHAN 
INTERESTS VIS-A-VIS SOVIET UNION. WE EXPECT 
OFFICIAL TEXT OF INTERVIEW TO BE PUBLISHED HERE 
AND THAT READ IN CONTEYET OF COMPLETE INTERVIEW 
GOA'S INTENTIONS MAY BE MORE CLEARLY INDICATED. 
CURRAN 
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